Autumn  1975 


SCHOOL  CLOSING  June  13,  1975 
"PRINCIPAL'S  REMARKS" 

As  you  know  Miss  Harvie  retired  from  Trafalgar  last  June.  Her  farewell  address 
was  received  so  enthusiastically  that  we  decided  to  print  it  in  this  newsletter. 


Tonight  is  very  special  —  in  fact,  a 
unique  night  —  for  me,  and  instead  of 
my  usual  outline  of  the  important 
activities  and  events  of  the  year,  which 
you  have  all  been  able  to  read  about  in 
The  Newsletter,  I  propose  to  speak  in  a 
rather  different  way. 

Trafalgar  opened  in  1887  and  is  now 
completing  its  eighty-eighth  year  of 
operation.  For  forty-nine  of  those 
years,  I  have  been  intimately 
connected  with  the  School,  ever  since 
I  entered  Form  Upper  II,  and  I  guess  I 
know  as  much  about  it  as  anyone 
living.  The  School  really  began  twenty 
years  earlier,  when  our  Founder, 
Donald  Ross,  wrote  his  will,  estab- 
lishing "an  Institute  for  the  educational 
training  of  the  middle  and  higher  ranks 
of  female  society."  Ten  pages  of  his 
will  were  devoted  to  instructions  for 
the  organization  and  management  of 
the  School,  down  to  such  details  as 
teachers'  salaries,  the  course  of  study, 
and  the  dimensions  and  construction 
of  the  greenhouse. 

Many  of  the  School's  traditions  have 
come  down  from  those  early  days,  and 
this  is  what  I  am  concerned  with 
tonight.  For  it  is  the  continuity  of 
tradition  that  makes  Trafalgar,  and 
other  schools  like  it,  so  different  from  a 
public  school.  Trafalgar  has  been 
exceptionally  lucky,  over  its  eighty- 


eight  years,  in  having,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  only  four  Principals, 
each  of  whom  was  devoted  to  the 
School  and  its  ideals  (myself  included), 
and  three  of  whom  each  guided  the 
School  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  century 
—  Miss  Fairley  for  twenty-six  years. 
Miss  Gumming  for  twenty-three  and 
Dr.  Foster  for  twenty-five.  Thus, 
though  details  changed  with  changing 
times,  traditions  had  time  to  become 
rooted  and  thrive  —  and  so  we  have 
the  Trafalgar  of  today. 

The  Founder  stated  that  the  aim  of  the 
Institute  was  "to  qualify  young 
persons  for  discharging  in  the  best 
manner  such  duties  as  ordinarily 
devolve  upon  the  female  sex".  He 
further  enjoined  the  Governors  "to 
keep  up  the  standard  of  the  education 
given  in  the  Institute  to  the  highest 
intellectual  and  moral  standing  of  the 
times".  Here  began  Traf's  academic 
tradition.  As  early  as  1896,  two 
Trafalgar  girls  graduated  from  McGIII, 
and  the  Roll  of  Honour  in  the  Library 
shows  how  many  hundreds  of  others 
have  done  so  since  then.  And  what  of 
present  times?  Out  of  last  year's 
graduating  class  of  forty-six,  forty- 
three  went  on  to  higher  education;  of 
the  present  class,  numbering  thirty- 
four,  thirty  have  applied  to  colleges 
and  twenty-five  have  had  early  accep- 


tance. Within  the  School,  academic 
excellence  is  encouraged  by  scholar- 
ships. 

Altogether,  then,  I  feel,  the  tradition  of 
academic  excellence  is  as  strong  now 
as  it  was  in  1887,  and  we  do  indeed 
prepare  our  students,  as  the  Founder 
wished,  for  whatever  career  they 
choose  to  pursue;  though  he  would  be 
amazed  at  the  variety  of  opportunities 
that  are  now  open  to  the  "female  sex". 

In  setting  forth  the  course  of  study, 
Donald  Ross  was  very  farsighted;  from 
the  beginning  Trafalgar  was  an  aca- 
demic school,  and  never  just  a 
finishing-school.  To  quote  from  the  will 
again,  "The  course  of  study  for  the 
school  shall  include  religious  and  moral 
instruction,  based  on  the  Bible,  the 
English  and  French  languages,  writing, 
arithmetic,  use  of  the  globes  (i.e. 
geography),  history,  mathematics, 
horticulture,  needlework,  vocal  and 
instrumental  music,  drawing  and 
German,  if  required."  This,  in  fact,  with 
the  addition  of  Latin,  was  the  course  of 
study  when  I  was  at  school  in  the  late 
twenties.  All  subjects  were  compul- 
sory, except  for  one  option,  either 
Botany  or  German.  It  was  not  until  the 
forties  that  Dr.  Foster  broadened  the 
course  further  by  introducing  a 
Science  option  as  an  alternative  to 
Latin.  Since  then,  the  range  of  courses 
has  continued  to  widen,  culminating 
this  year  in  the  introduction  of  a 
computer  science  course;  but,  in 
essence,  the  philosophy  of  the  School 
still  is  to  give  the  wide  general 
education  envisaged  by  our  Founder. 
Together  with  the  credit  courses,  the 
School  still  feels  it  is  its  duty  to  expose 
the  girls  -  however  unwillingly,  in  some 


cases!  —  to  the  cultural  influences  of 
art  and  music,  without  which  no  liberal 
education  can  be  truly  complete. 

From  the  will,  too,  on  the  express 
instructions  of  the  Founder,  come  our 
Scripture  classes  and  daily  "Prayers". 
"The  proceedings  of  every  day,"  he 
said,  "shall  be  opened  by  prayer  and 
praise".  The  daily  assembly,  to  my 
mind,  is  one  of  the  most  important 
traditions  of  the  School;  last  year, 
when  we  were  forced  to  forego 
"Prayers"  until  the  new  Gym  was 
completed,  the  whole  atmosphere  was 
radically  changed  —  for  the  worse.  In 
these  days  of  shifting  values,  it  seems 
to  me  essential  that  we  give  our  girls 
religious  and  moral  foundations  on 
which  they  can  build  their  own  values 
and  ideals.  Since  the  School  first 
opened.  Scripture  prizes  have  been 
given,  as  they  will  be  tonight.  All  our 
prizes,  in  fact,  are  presented  by  the 
wish  of  Donald  Ross,  who  required 
that  "awards  of  merit  be  adjudged  to 
those  who  specially  distinguish  them- 
selves, by  gifts  of  books." 

Another  tradition  coming  straight  from 
the  Founder  is  the  School's  democratic 
population.  He  specified  that  "pupils 
should  belong  to  the  families  of  the 
respectable  and  middle  classes."  From 
the  beginning,  the  Governors  tried  to 
keep  the  fees  as  low  as  possible  — 
sometimes  to  an  unrealistic  degree  — 
so  that  Trafalgar  should  never  become 
a  school  only  for  the  wealthy;  this  is 
one  of  the  reasons  why  the  School 
accepted  grants  from  the  government 
as  soon  as  they  became  available,  and 
this,  too,  is  the  purpose  of  our 
scholarships  and  bursaries,  few  though 
they  are.  One  of  my  greatest  prides  in 
my  School  is  the  knowledge  that  there 
are  no  barriers  of  race,  language,  creed 
or,  wherever  possible,  economic 
status,  but  that  every  girl  is  accepted 
as  an  individual  on  her  own  merits. 
May  this  tradition  long  continue! 

One  omission  in  the  will  —  hardly 
surprising,  perhaps,  in  1867  ~  is  any 
reference  to  physical  education.  But 
Traf's  athletic  tradition  goes  back 
almost  to  the  beginning,  thanks  to  the 
progressive  outlook  of  Miss  Fairley  and 
her  Staff.  Before  the  turn  of  the 
century,  the  girls  -had  gym  classes  in 
fho  old  coach  house  and  played  tennis 
on  the  lawn.  In  1902,  the  first  Gym 
now  the  Library  -  was  built  (it  is  one 


of  the  very  oldest  in  the  city),  and  in 
1914  the  first  Gym  Demonstration  was 
put  on.  In  the  early  twenties,  the 
Inter-Private  Schools  Athletic  Associa- 
tion was  born,  when  Trafalgar  and 
Miss  Edgar's  competed  in  basketball 
and  tennis.  On  our  continuing  athletic 
tradition  I  need  not  dwell  —  the  new 
Gym  and  the  trophies  on  the  table  are 
sufficient  proof.  And  we  are  also  proud 
of  the  many  Old  Girls  who  have 
excelled  and  those  who  are  at  present 
distinguishing  themselves  in  all  fields 
of  sport,  and  particularly  proud  of  our 
present  students  —  though  we  claim 
no  credit  for  their  prowess  —  who  are 
competing  successfully  in  speed- 
skating,  badminton,  golf,  swimming 
and  gymnastics. 

To  return  to  our  Founder,  our  system 
of  discipline  is  based  on  his  desires. 
"The  discipline  of  the  school",  he  said, 
"should  appeal  as  much  as  possible  to 
the  moral  sense  of  the  students,  who 
should  be  taught  to  regard  the  school 
as  a  second  home,  where  good 
conduct  on  their  part  is  certain  to 
ensure  them  all  offices  of  kindness, 
consideration  and  affection."  And 
again,  "The  regulation,  although  strict 
enough  to  ensure  order  and  punctu- 
ality, should  be  as  much  as  possible  an 
imitation  of  a  well-governed  house, 
where  lady-like  behaviour,  unselfish 
consideration  of  others,  and  quiet, 
gentle  courtesy,  are  made  the 
presiding  influences".  How  far  have 
we  succeeded  in  maintaining  this 
tradition?  I've  wondered  sometimes, 
especially  in  the  dining-room,  but  by 
and  large,  considering  the  changes  in 
mores,  I  think  we  haven't  done  too 
badly.  And  one  of  the  joys  of  Trafalgar, 
certainly,  is  its  happy,  friendly  atmos- 
phere. 

What  of  the  teachers?  The  Founder 
thought  they  should  be  punctual  and 
faithful,  endeavouring  to  improve 
themselves  and  to  keep  up  with  the 
improvements  of  the  times.  Trafalgar, 
over  the  years,  has  had  a  succession  of 
loyal,  dedicated  and,  in  many  cases, 
outstanding  teachers.  It  would  be 
invidious  to  name  only  a  few,  so  I  shall 
mention  only  Miss  Bryan,  that  inspired 
and  inspiring  teacher,  who  was 
Vice  Principal  for  twenty  years  and 
who  certainly  was  one  of  the  greatest 
influences  in  my  life.  The  present  Staff, 
of  the  seventies,  bears  comparison 


with  them  all,  and  I  count  myself 
fortunate  to  have  had  their  loyal 
support  and  their  dedicated  effort.  To 
all  of  them  my  thanks  for  their  work 
and  devotion  to  the  School  and  my 
best  wishes  for  their  future  happiness. 

The  Principal,  said  Donald  Ross, 
should  be  "the  prudent,  loving  and 
anxious  mother  of  the  girls".  To  this 
ideal,  I  think,  my  predecessors  and  I 
have  lived  up  as  far  as  we  could;  and  I 
know  that  my  successor,  Mrs.  Doupe, 
will  also  live  up  to  the  tradition.  I 
should  like  her  and  you  --  to  know 
that  she  will  be  the  first  Principal  to 
fulfil  one  of  our  Founder's  require- 
ments; "it  is  evident,"  he  said,  "that 
the  duties  of  principal  in  such  a  school 
can  be  best  discharged  by  a  married 
lady;  she  should,  however,  be  free 
from  the  incumbrance  of  a  young 
family."  So,  Mrs.  Doupe,  you  will  be 
the  first  to  meet  all  the  qualifications 
set  by  Donald  Ross.  To  you  I  hand  over 
the  reins  with  confidence,  and  may 
your  term  of  office  be  as  happy  and 
rewarding  as  1  have  found  mine.  I  can 
wish  you  nothing  better. 

The  Board  of  Governors  was  also 
established,  on  very  rigid  terms,  by 
Donald  Ross  in  his  will  and  in  the  Act 
of  Incorporation  in  1871.  By  the  second 
half  of  the  twentieth  century  the  Board 
as  constituted  had  become  totally 
anachronistic,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  calibre  of  the  Governors  in  the  early 
sixties  and,  above  all,  the  wisdom  and 
foresight  of  Mr.  Dunsmore,  the  then 
President,  the  whole  framework  of  the 
School  might  have  collapsed.  In  1968 
an  Advisory  Committee,  composed 
mainly  of  parents,  was  set  up  to  assist 
the  Board  of  Governors.  This  injected 
new  life  into  the  Board  and  it  has  gone 
from  strength  to  strength  ever  since.  I 
have  already  told  the  Board,  but  I 
should  like  to  tell  you  too,  that  I  feel 
that  no  school  and  no  principal  have 
been  more  fortunate  than  Trafalgar 
and  I  in  having  the  enthusiastic  support 
of  the  present  board  of  management 
and  the  wise  counsel  of  the  President, 
the  incomparable  Dr.  Penton. 

I  cannot  possibly  thank  everyone 
adequately  for  the  support  and  en- 
couragement I  have  had  for  the  past 
ten  years,  for  all  the  wonderful  gifts 
and  parties  that  have  warmed  my  heart 
this  year  and  made  the  parting  from 
Traf  more  bearable,  and  for  all  the 


happiness  that  Trafalgar  has  given  me 
for  almost  half  a  century.  There  have 
been  difficulties  and  problems  and 
unpleasant  times  —  but  those  are 
forgotten,  and  only  the  happy  mem- 
ories remain.  So  thanks  to  all  the 
Trafalgar  family,  past  and  present  — 
Board,  Staff,  parents.  Old  Girls  and 
present  students  —  for  all  the  joys  I 
have  experienced.  I  love  you,  and  I 
leave  you  with  a  host  of  memories  to 
cherish;  you  will  always  remain  in  my 
heart. 

And  now,  my  message  to  the 
Graduating  Class,  one  last  tradition 
which  must  not  be  broken,  this  year 
above  all,  when  I  too  am  "graduating". 
I  have  been  talking  about  tradition,  and 
I  know  that  the  Sixth  Form  of  1975  is  a 
class  that  has  shown  great  love  for  and 
loyalty  to  its  School  and  its  traditions.  I 
have  gone  back  to  a  theme  that  I  used 
some  years  ago  and  have  taken  the 
word  TRAFALGAR  as  a  symbol  of 
qualities  —  which  most  of  you  already 
have  —  to  serve  as  a  guideline  when 
you  leave  the  shelter  of  your  School  for 
the  cold,  hard  world  beyond. 


T  for  Tolerance 

R  for  Responsibility 
A  for  Appreciation 

F  for  Faith 
A  for  Aim 

L  for  Love 


G  for  Gaiety 


A  for  Adventure 


:respect  for  others  and 
for  their  beliefs,  even 
when  they  differ  fronn 
yours. 

:responsibility  for  your- 
selves and  to  others. 

:it  is  always  very  much 
easier  to  find  fault  and 
complain  than  it  is  to 
show  gratitude  for  all 
the  things  that  are  done 
for  us. 

:faith  in  God,  faith  in 
yourselves,  faith  in  your 
fellow-men  and-women. 

:have  a  purpose  in  life, 
for  an  aimless  life  can 
only  turn  out  to  be  arid 
and  frustrating. 

:human  sympathy  and 
understanding;  love  as  it 
is  described  by  St.  Paul 
in  I  Corinthians,  13.  I 
commend  that  passage 
to  you  for  reading  over 
and  over  again,  for  it  is 
the  essence  of  life. 

:young  people  are  apt  to 
take  life  very,  very  ser- 
iously and  sometimes 
not  to  show  much  sense 
of  humour.  Life  is  ser- 
ious, but  it  is  also  a  lot 
of  fun,  and  you  will 
find  that  a  sense  of 
humour  will  carry  you 
through  many  of  the 
bad  patches. 

:life  'is  an  adventure,  and 
every  new  experience 
should  be  greeted  with 
excitement,  zest  and  en- 
thusiasm. 


R  for  Righteousness  :an  old-fashioned  word, 
but  a  quality  which  is 
essential  for  a  happy 
life. 


So,  TRAFALGAR  -  Tolerance, 
Responsibility,  Appreciation,  Faith, 
Aim,  Love,  Gaiety,  Adventure,  Right- 
eousness. Let's  take  TRAFALGAR 
with  us  and  live  up  to  its  ideals  and 
traditions. 

Good-bye!  Good  luck!  God  bless  you! 
and 

God  Bless  Traf! 


THE  STATE 

OF THE  SCHOOL 

Report  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Board 

Last  Spring  the  farewell  parties  for 
Miss  Harvie  were  most  successful 
culminating  in  the  School  Closing 
ceremony  June  13.  Everyone  asso- 
ciated with  Traf  had  an  opportunity  to 
pay  tribute  to  an  outstanding  Principal; 
altogether  a  great  send-off  for  a 
devoted  Trafite. 

During  the  summer  the  School's  tennis 
courts  were  open  to  some  sixty  paying 
members.  This  arrangement  proved 
most  successful  and  will  be  continued 
next  summer.  Also,  this  autumn  our 
gym  is  being  leased  one  evening  per 
week  to  a  gymnastic  group.  In  this  way 
the  School's  excellent  facilities  are 
being  utilized  on  a  revenue  basis. 

At  our  September  Advisory  Board 
meeting,  we  approved  the  financial 
statement  for  1974  /  75  which  showed 
a  slight  excess  of  revenue  over 
expenditure  for  the  School's  operation 
for  the  first  time  in  a  decade.  The 
budget  for  the  current  year  was 
presented  and  will  be  reviewed  in  early 
1976. 

The  Board  of  Governors  welcomes  a 
new  member,  Mr.  J.G.  Finnie,  a 
representative  of  the  Church  of  St. 
Andrew  &  St.  Paul,  who  is  a  Professor 
of  Accounting  Practices  at  Concordia. 
There  are  also  four  new  members 
appointed  to  the  Advisory  Committee: 
Miss  Patricia  Burbidge,  an  Old  Girl  and 
a  Vice  President  of  Morgan  Trust  Co.; 
Mr.  G.H.  Krueger,  a  businessman  and  a 


parent;  Mr.  R.C.  Legge,  a  lawyer  and  a 
parent  whose  wife  is  an  Old  Girl  as 
well;  and  Mrs.  W.H.  Moore,  a  parent 
who  has  had  experience  on  other 
school  committees  and  who  is  now 
replacing  Mrs.  Wm.  Wood. 

This  Fall  saw  the  culmination  of  the 
last  four  year's  efforts  to  modernize 
and  strengthen  Trafalgar.  The  enroll- 
ment reached  its  maximum  for  space 
available  and  in  addition  we  now  have 
a  waiting  list  for  future  years. 

D.S.  Penton,  M.A.,  LL.D. 

MESSAGE 

FROM  THE  PRINCIPAL 

The  last  elementary  class,  grade  six, 
was  phased  out  in  June  and  Trafalgar 
is  now  solely  a  secondary  school.  The 
School  is  filled  to  capacity.  Sixty-five 
new  girls  enrolled  this  Fall.  The  TOGA 
Entrance  Scholarship  was  awarded  to 
Caroline  Bachynski  from  Hampstead 
School  and  the  Joan  M.V.  Foster 
Memorial  Scholarship  to  Susan 
Marshall  who  completed  grade  seven 
at  Traf  with  the  highest  academic 
standing  in  the  class.  Other  scholars 
presently  in  the  School  are;  Pamela 
Hall,  Trina  Hill,  Eleanor  Hsu,  Shamala 
Jayasakera,  Belaine  Lacey,  Diana 
Riesman,  Melanie  Sheridan,  and  Anne 
Wood.  Bursary  holders  are;  Tammy 
Bannatyne,  Heather  Howatson,  Allison 
Lunny,  Kim  Milloy,  Nancy  Morgan, 
Lynn  Senecal,  and  Daphne  Wollmann. 

There  are  very  few  changes  in  the 
teaching  staff.  We  welcome  Mrs.  Jane 
Wightman  who  has  replaced  Mrs. 
Sharon  McConnell  teaching  history 
and  geography,  and  Mrs.  Jeanne 
Burck  who  has  replaced  Mrs.  Lillian 
Owen  as  librarian.  Mrs.  Vivienne 
Forbes  is  an  addition  to  the  staff  in  the 
Math-Science  department. 

Two  new  programmes  have  been 
introduced  into  the  School  curriculum 
in  Forms  I  and  II.  'Reading  and  Study 
Skills'  is  being  taught  by  Mrs.  Gendron 
and  'Introductory  Life  Science'  by  Miss 
Layton.  The  French  department  has 
been  further  augmented  to  include 
three  groups  in  each  grade  thus 
allowing  each  student  to  work  at  her 
own  level.  Volunteer  parents  are  again 
coming  into  school  each  week  to 
conduct  small  french  conversation 
groups. 


Fall  activities  are  in  full  swing.  Trafalgar 
placed  second  in  inter-school  tennis 
and  is  doing  very  well  in  the  basketball 
league.  Driver  Education  has  twenty 
participants  while  Yoga,  something 
new  at  Traf,  has  forty  enthusiastic 
students.  Prefects,  Student  Council, 
Magazine  and  Bazaar  committees  are 
hard  at  work.  The  first  issue  of  Traf 
Trash,  the  school  newspaper  initiated 
last  year,  is  already  out. 

The  House  Competition  was  held 
October  8  with  the  theme  "Variety 
Shows".  It  was  a  most  successful 
afternoon  with  the  Walker  Cup  being 
won  by  Donald  House.  The  judge  was 
Sally  Hooff,  a  former  art  teacher  at 
Traf  who  has  had  a  life-long  interest 
and  involvement  in  drama. 

Career  talks  are  once  again  being 
organized  by  TOGA.  Three  topics  will 
be  covered  this  term;  law,  nursing  and 
Women  in  Business.  The  girls  look 
forward  with  great  interest  to  these 
visits  from  professionals. 

At  last  we  have  a  new  stage  curtain!  It 
was  purchased  with  proceeds  from  the 
Tuck  Shop  and  from  the  Bazaar.  It's 
inaugural  was  on  Friday,  November  7 
when  Traf  Troupe,  Trafalgar's  Drama 
Club,  presented  "Who  Killed  Aunt 
Caroline?",  a  three-act  mystery.  As  this 
newsletter  goes  to  print  too  late  to 
invite  you  to  our  Bazaar,  I  should  like  to 
take  the  opportunity  of  inviting  you  all 
to  our  final  activity  of  the  term,  the 
Christmas  Concert,  Wednesday, 
December  17,  at  5  pm  at  St.  Matthias 
Church. 

Janette  Doupe,  B.Ped.,  M.Ed. 

PARENTS 

COMMITTEE  REPORT 

The  Parents  Committee  is  continuing 
its  efforts  to  help  the  School  wherever 
possible.  Once  again  bilingual  mothers 
are  acting  as  French  aides  in  the  Oral 
French  Programme  but  more  volun- 
teers are  needed  as  the  groups  are 
limited  to  a  maximum  of  six  pupils  this 
year.  In  addition  library  work  is  endless 
and  volunteer  help  would  be  appre- 
ciated here. 

A  new  innovation  is  the  formation  of 
Class  Mothers  who  met  with  Mrs. 
Doupo  in  October  and  who  will  contact 


all  mothers  concerning  school  activi- 
ties throughout  the  year. 

For  your  convenience  the  following  is  a 

list    of    Class    Mothers    and  their 

telephone  numbers. 

Form  lA  Ann  Helperd  484-0164 
IB  Elizabeth  Shore  487-1321 
IIA  Barbara  Collier  933-1576 
MB  Ann  Harris  931-7001 
IIIA  Joyce  Duncan  631  -9395 
NIB  Heather  Sheridan  482-2047 
IVASujata  Jayasekera  738-7107 
IVB  Mary  Reid  937-2590 
VA  Ruth  Hilchey  932-1673 
VB  Beverley  Lewis  484-6945 

The  Committee  is  asking  all  parents  to 
support  the  School  Bazaar  in  Novem- 
ber not  only  with  home  baking  etc.,  but 
also  with  their  presence.  The  funds 
raised  by  this  event  are  donated  to 
varfous  charities  as  well  as  to  the 
School  Building  Fund. 

This  year  parents  are  represented  on 
the  Advisory  Committee  of  the  School 
by:  Mrs.  Angus  MacFarlane,  Mrs.  K.J. 
McKenna,  Mrs.  David  Harris,  Mrs. 
W.H.  Moore,  and  Mrs.  E.  Riesman.  We 
welcome  your  suggestions  at  any  time. 

J.  Riesman 

Chairman,  Parents  Committee 


TOGA 

The  38th  Annual  Meeting  of  TOGA 
honoring  Miss  Harvie  was  held  last 
Spring  when  150  Old  Girls  attended;  a 
tribute  in  itself.  Miss  Muriel  Bedford- 
Jones,  an  Old  Girl  and  former  Traf 
teacher,  travelled  from  Vancouver  to 
be  our  Guest  Speaker.  Excerpts  from 
her  most  delightful  address  are  printed 
in  this  newsletter.  TOGA  presented 
Miss  Harvie  with  her  portrait  which  is 
now  hanging  in  the  School  as  part  of 
our  Principal's  Gallery. 

We  are  now  planning  an  Activities 
Night,  Wednesday,  February  18,  7:30 
p.m.  at  the  School  when  grads  will  be 
able  to  participate  in  gymnastics, 
games  of  chance,  card  games  and 
many  other  activities.  Don't  delay, 
mark  this  date  on  your  calendar  now 
and  you  will  receive  more  news  about 
it  later. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
introduce  the  Executive  Officers  of 
TOGA  for  1975-76. 


Past  President: 

Mrs.  W.F.  Foster  (Joan  Dickison)  1964 
President: 

Mrs.  R.B.  Spence  (Velva  Jane  Peers) 
1947 

1st  Vice  President: 

Mrs.  T.  Gosling  (Diane  Dunkerley)  1960 
2nd  Vice  President: 

Mrs.  K.J.  McKenna  (Anne  Berry)  1951 

Treasurer: 

Diana  Agar  1972 

Recording  Secretary: 

Mary  Puddington  1964 

Corresponding  Secretary: 

Mrs.  J.S.D.  Sampson  (Heather  Nunns) 

1963 

Board  Representatives: 

Mrs.  John  F.  Annesley  (Liz  Corken) 

1956 

Barbara  Armbruster  1957 


To  many  of  you  this  list  of  names 
means  very  little.  In  order  to  make  it 
more  meaningful  for  you  I  shall  now 
relate  a  little  of  each  officer's  back- 
ground. 

Our  past  president,  Joan  Foster,  upon 
graduation  from  UNB  served  us  for 
several  years  as  Treasurer  before 
assuming  the  presidency.  Presently 
Joan  is  a  Head  Nurse  at  the  Montreal 
General  Hospital  but  will  leave  soon  for 
New  Zealand  where  she  will  accom- 
pany her  husband  for  6  months  while* 
he  completes  his  post-graduate 
studies. 

Diane  Gosliing  has  agreed  to  help  us 
even  although  she  is  very  busy  with  her 
career.  Since  graduation  she  has  been 
involved  with  interior  design,  invest- 
ments, and  now  is  enjoying  her  work 
as  an  Executive  placement  consultant. 

Anne  McKenna  has  been  helping  us  on 
TOGA  for  several  years  as  coordinator 
of  our  Career  Talks.  She  has  a  vested 
interest  in  the  School  as  she  has  two 
daughters  there  presently  and  has 
seen  another  graduate!  Anne  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Advisory  Committee  of 
the  School  and  is  involved  in  many 
volunteer  organizations  throughout  the 
city. 

Diana  Agar  is  a  student  at  Concordia 
where  she  is  enrolled  in  their  Business 
Administration  program.  She  was  a  6th 
Form  representative  to  TOGA  several 
years  ago. 

Mary  Puddington  who  returned  to 


Montreal  recently,  joins  us  again  for 
her  second  term.  She  teaches  Pediatric 
Nursing  at  Dawson  College  and  at  the 
Montreal  Children's  Hospital. 

Heather  Sampson  studied  commercial 
art  upon  her  graduation  and  then 
worked  for  5  years  as  an  Assistant 
Designer.  Recently  she  has  been  busy 
fixing  up  her  new  home  and  caring  for 
her  young  son. 

Liz  Annesley  is  a  familiar  face  to  most 
of  TOGA  as  she  has  served  us 
intermittently  since  1961!  In  her 
capacity  as  one  of  TOGA's  repre- 
sentatives to  the  Board  she  has 
supervised  the  production  of  our 
Newsletters  and  is  now  involved  with 
the  Annual  Giving  Program. 

Barbara  Armbruster,  another  familiar 
face,  has  been  teaching  Classics  at 
Traf  since  1967.  She  has  served  TOGA 
in  many  capacities  culminating  in  her 
presidency  1971-73,  and  presently  is 
involved  with  publicity  in  her  role  as 
Board  representative. 

As  for  me,  I  have  returned  to  TOGA 
having  served  on  the  Executive  several 
years  ago.  Meanwhile  I  have  been 
active  with  the  Women's  Auxiliary  of 
the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital  where  I  am 
now  serving  as  an  elected  member  of 
the  Board  of  Governors.  I  am  most 
interested  in  Traf  these  days  as  I  have 
two  daughters  at  the  School. 

In  addition  we  are  very  pleased  that 
Helen  Ayer  Goodall  has  agreed  to  act 
as  Scholarship  Chairman  this  year  and 
that  Jane  Bourne  Wightman  will  be 
Grad  Dance  Chairman. 

As  you  can  see  the  Executive  of  TOGA 
represents  a  broad  span  of  years  which 
was  one  of  the  goals  of  the  Nominating 
Committee.  We  now  can  receive 
viewpoints  from  all  ages  which  helps 
us  plan  our  activities.  Since  TOGA  no 
longer  operates  on  a  membership  basis 
we  are  able  to  communicate  with  many 
more  graduates  regularly.  At  the  same 
time  we  see  ourselves  becoming 
further  integrated  with  the  School 
which  is  a  most  positive  move.  Our 
sole  purpose  is  to  benefit  the  School. 
The  more  of  you  we  can  interest,  the 
stronger  TOGA  and  TRAFALGAR  will 
become.  Let  us  hear  from  you  to 
enable  us  to  fulfill  our  duty. 

Velva  Jane  Spence 
President  TOGA 


Where  they  are  and 
what  they're  doing 

The  Class  of  75:  Two  of  the  girls  are  in 
Switzerland,  Mary  Ann  Ogiivy  at 
Neuchatel  Junior  College  and  Ruth 
Simons  at  Ecole  des  Rochers.  Margrit 
Buchholz  is  at  the  University  of  New 
Brunswick,  where  she  won  an 
entrance  scholarship,  while  Winnie  Tse 
is  at  Wellesley  College  in  Massachu- 
setts. Sally  Wyatt,  whose  family  has 
moved  back  to  Toronto,  is  taking 
Grade  13  at  Branksome  Hall,  her 
former  school.  The  rest  of  the  class  are 
still  in  Quebec.  A  number  have  entered 
Champlain  Regional  College;  at  the 
Lennoxville  Campus  are  Cathy 
Ferguson,  Reisa  Lash,  Sherry  Lunan, 
Margaret  Pigot  and  Linda  Wilson;  at 
the  St.  Lambert  Campus,  Diane 
Matthew.  In  the  city,  Mary  Arch- 
ontakis,  Sunita  Chopra,  Bronwen 
Creswell,  April  Kape,  Deb  Perry,  Eva 
Ruta,  Nicola  Spotton  and  Joanne 
Turcotte  are  attending  Marianopolis; 
Donna  Charters  is  at  Dawson,  while 
Sheila  Burns  and  Donna  McMurray  are 
attending  Vanier.  The  lakeshore 
CEGEP,  John  Abbott,  is  popular  this 
year;  five  of  the  girls  are  there  — 
Louanne  Beadle,  Jackie  Hall,  Mary 
Hyde,  Carol  Kimoff  and  Jackie  Larrett. 
Johanna  Bambara  is  working  in  the 
meantime  and  is  planning  to  go  to 
Sicily  later  in  the  year.  Lisa  Taub  is 
enjoying  her  work  as  a  make-up  artist. 
Some  others  are  taking  a  year  off  to 
work  and  planning  to  go  to  CEGEP 
next  year;  they  include  Simona  Mailer, 
Margot  Judah,  Liz  Keleny,  Carolyn 
North  and  Wendy  Wilson. 

Although  we  have  not  yet  a  complete 
list  of  Old  Girls  who  received  degrees 
last  spring,  we  can  report  several.  Jane 
Everett  won  her  B.A.  at  Bishop's.  At 
Concordia,  Ann  Roberts,  Linda  Sabolo 
and  Buffy  Williams  received  their 
B.A.'s,  and  Lynn  Buchanan  her  B.Sc. 
Diana  Falkner  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Toronto  with  a  B.A.  in 
Honours  Geography,  and  Liz  Ruben- 
stein  with  a  B.A.  in  Honours  English; 
Liz  is  now  taking  the  postgraduate 
Teachers'  Diploma  course  at  the 
McGill  Faculty  of  Education.  Gloria 
Waters  received  a  B.A.  from  McGill  as 
a  University  Scholar,  with  First  Class 
Honours  in  Psychology. 

Of  those  still  at  university,  Sandra 


Harris  and  Claire  Panet-Raymond  are 
in  First  Year  at  Queen's  University, 
both  having  been  awarded  entrance 
scholarships  after  completing  first  year 
CEGEP  at  Marianopolis;  Sandra  also 
was  on  the  Dean's  List  both  semesters 
at  Marianopolis.  Cindy  Eraser  is  also  at 
Queen's,  after  taking  her  senior  matric 
at  Canadian  Junior  College  in 
Lausanne.  On  returning  from  a  year  in 
Switzerland,  Susan  Ogiivy  is  now  at 
Bishop's.  At  McGill,  Kathy  McCuaig 
has  been  awarded  the  $1,000  Dow- 
Hickson  Scholarship  in  English,  on 
entering  her  final  year  in  Honours 
History  and  English.  Lynn  Morgan, 
who  has  entered  First  Year  Arts  at 
McGill  after  completing  CEGEP,  is  this 
year's  winner  of  the  Grace  Fairley 
Trafalgar  Scholarship.  Also  at  McGill, 
Danielle  Kraus  is  in  First  Year 
Medicine,  while  Debbie  is  in  Second 
Year  Honours  History.  Liz  Pigot  is  in 
Third  Year  Science  at  U.N.B.,  and 
Mary  Hilty  is  taking  a  paramedical 
course  at  New  York  University. 

After  graduating  from  Carleton  Univ- 
ersity in  1974,  Gay  McDougall  received 
her  McGill  Teacher's  Diploma  last 
spring  and  is  now  teaching  in  La 
Tuque. 

Jeanie  McKenna,  after  completing 
First  Year  at  St.  Francis  Xavier  College 
in  Antigonish,  is  spending  this  year  In 
Scotland,  in  the  Hebrides,  continuing 
her  studies  in  Gaelic  literature. 

Janet  Blane,  who  received  a  combined 
B.  Sc.  (Phys.  Ed.)  and  B.Ed,  from 
Acadia  a  year^  ago,  is  still  in  Nova 
Scotia,  teaching  in  Annapolis  Royal. 

Alice  Johannsen,  the  Warden  of 
McGill's  Gault  Estate,  was  last  spring 
awarded  an  honorary  LL.D.  by  St. 
Thomas  University  in  Fredericton;  she 
has  also  been  named  recently  as  one  of 
Montreal's  women  leaders  by  the 
Y.W.C.A. 

Franziska  Knips  is  a  lecturer  at  York 
University. 

Mary  Asselin-Daemen  was  the  subject 
of  a  recent  article  in  the  Montreal 
Gazette.  She  has  made  a  most 
interesting  career  for  herself,  working 
for  the  National  Film  Board  as  an  artist 
and  photographer.  One  of  her  impor- 
tant assignments  was  a  1,000-slide 
study  of  St.  Scholastique,  before  it 
was  demolished  to  make  way  for 
Mirabel  Airport. 


We  have  recent  new  of  the  Kirkwood 
sisters,  whose  family  moved  to 
Australia  some  years  ago.  Belinda 
graduated  in  law,  and  is  now  Mrs. 
Rabinovitch,  living  in  Toronto  with  her 
husband  and  15-month-old  daughter. 
Michele  graduated  this  year  from  The 
Guild  Teachers'  College  in  Ultimo,  New 
South  Wales. 

Old  Girl  Rhoda  Wurtele  Eaves  and 
present  student  Kathy  Kredl  tied  for 
fourth  place  in  the  Montreal  District 
Ladies  Class  A  golf  championship  last 
August. 

Lesley  Harris  continues  to  excel  in 
World  Badminton  play.  Recently  she 
represented  Canada  in  the  Uber  Cup 
World  Championships  whch  enabled 
her  to  travel  to  Indonesia.  In  December 
she  will  play  in  England  in  an  Open 
Tournament  and  exhibitions. 


Marriages 

June  Susan  Henry  to  Richard 

Michael  Nelles  Stacey 
June  Wendy  Tomlinson  to 

Clark  Biesele 
August  15    Susan  Kilburn  Edwards 

to  John  A.H.  Vanstone 
September    Janet  Chandler  to  E.  Glen 

Allilngham 
September    Christina  Vincelli  to  John 

Frank  Morash 
October        Deborah  Spafford  to 

CM. P.  Baumberg 

Births 

Mar.  11:     Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  Gainsbury 

(Elaine  Caplan),  a  son. 
Mar.  12:     Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.  Siebrasse 

(Wendy  Davies),  a  son. 
Apr.  29:    Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Mullan 

(Gail  Chipchase), 

a  daughter. 
Apr.   29:   Mr.   and   Mrs.    R.  Paul 

(Barbie  Aylett),  a  son. 
May  11:     Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Dowie 

(Clare  Connor),  a  daughter. 
June  4:      Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  Lancashire 

(Anne  Begor),  a  daughter, 

in  Toronto. 
June  15:    Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.  Mackenzie 

(Wendy  Ross),  a  son. 
June  29:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Doke 

(Elsbeth  Schnezler),  a  son, 

in  Toronto. 


July  18:     Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  Havercroft 

(Phyllis  James),  a  son. 
July  25:     Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Ashcroft 

(Maria  Lubecki),  a  son. 
July  30:     Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.  Stevens 

(Debbie    Dunkerley),  a  son, 

in  Port  Arthur,  Ont. 
Sept.  18:    Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Powell 

(Valerie  Hornibrook),  a  son, 

in  Wimbledon,  Eng. 
Sept.  18:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Greaney 

(Alice  Paton),  a  daughter. 
Oct.  15:      Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Hick  (Linda 

Witherspoon),  a  daughter. 
Oct.  17:     Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Winslow 

(Janice  Tanton),  a 

daughter. 

Deaths 

August 25        Mrs.  Edward  Parker 
(Jean  Robertson), 
Class  of  1922. 

September  6  Mrs.  Laurie  Redmond 
Teasdale  (Pauline  Mit- 
chell), Class  of  1928. 

October  15  Patricia  Anne  Burbidge, 
Class  of  1949. 

In  Memoriam 

The  Board  of  Governors,  Old  Girls  and 
Staff  of  Trafalgar  were  all  deeply 
grieved  to  learn  of  the  untimely  death 
of  Pat  Burbidge, 

After  graduating  from  Traf,  Pat 
received  her  C.A.  and  entered  the 
financial  world  of  business.  As  a  result 
of  her  dedication  and  her  tremendous 
ability  as  an  accountant,  Pat  enjoyed 
a  promising  career,  culminating  in  her 
appointment,  last  year,  as  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Morgan  Trust  Company. 

Despite  her  heavy  schedule  Pat  always 
found  time  to  serve  TOGA.  We 
especially  remember  her  as  Treasurer 
of  our  Fund  Raising  projects  where  her 
expertise  was  both  sorely  needed  and 
greatly  appreciated. 

This  Fall  Pat  joined  the  Advisory 
Committee  of  Trafalgar  and  in  that 
short  while  gained  the  admiration  and 
respect  of  all. 

To  know  Pat  was  to  like  her.  Her  zest 
and  'joie  de  vivre'  won  her  friends 
wherever  she  went.  Her  death  is  a 
great  loss  to  all  of  us  who  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  knowing  her  and  of 
working  with  her. 


Toga  Annual  Dinner  1975 

Address  of  Miss  Muriel  Bedford-Jones 

'The  following  are  excerpts  from  Aim- 
Bedford-Jones '  interesting  address  at 
'I'()(jA 's  farewell  to  Miss  Harvie. 

Engraved  on  the  Trafalgar  pin  which  is 
one  of  my  prized  possessions  is  a  ship, 
presumably  Nelson's  Victory,  and 
somehow  the  idea  of  likening  the 
School  to  a  ship  caught  my  imagina- 
tion; a  ship  launched  88  years  ago  by 
Donald  Ross  in  memory  of  his  mother. 
He  launched  it  full  of  confidence  and 
trust,  and  paid  great  attention  to  its 
structure.  This  ship  has  three  masts 
which  might  be  likened  to  many  things 
but  let  us  think  of  them  as  representing 
the  past,  the  present  and  the  future. 
The  masts,  of  course,  are  useless 
without  the  sails  and  you  will  find  four 
sails  on  every  mast.  These  might 
represent  the  sound  scholarship,  firm 
but  kindly  discipline,  a  sens  of  caring 
and  concern,  not  only  for  those 
within  the  School  but  also  for  the 
community,  and  the  complete  dedi- 
cation to  duty  which  have  been  the 
sails  that  have  enabled  Trafalgar  to 
weather  the  storms,  the  currents,  and 
the  winds  of  change  under  the 
guidance  of  its  various  principals.  As 
well  as  masts  and  sails,  of  course,  a 
ship  must  have  at  least  four  other 
parts.  There  must  be  directors  of  the 
Shipping  Line  who  make  the  many 
decisions  in  policy  affecting  the  Ship;  a 
Captain  who  steers  it,  and  who  bears 
the  ultimate  responsibility;  a  Crew  who 
carry  out  orders  and  contribute,  from 
time  to  time,  their  own  ideas;  and  a 
Cargo,  that  precious  ingredient  which 
must  be  transported  safely  to  its 
destination.  So,  let  us  follow  this 
analogy  for  a  few  moments  this 
evening  as  we  turn  first  to  the  days  of 
the  past.  I  seem  to  have  been  on  board 
this  ship  for  a  very  long  time  as  I  have 
had  an  interesting  connection  with 
nearly  all  those  who  have  steered 
Trafalgar  through  these  eighty-eight 
years! 

The  Ship's  first  Captain  was  Miss 
Grace  Fairley...l  did  not  know  the  two 
succeeding  Principals,  Miss  Windsor 
and  Miss  Hardy,  as  their  terms  of  office 
seemed  to  have  been  short.  When  I 
came  aboard  the  Ship  in  January, 
1918,  as  a  member  of  the  Upper 


Second  Cargo  my  Captain  was  Miss 
Cumming,  and  thus  began  for  me  a 
friendship  that  was  to  last  for  nearly 
thirty  years.  I  remember  well  my  first 
morning,  when  I  was  led  up  the 
winding  wooden  stairs  by  Miss  Brown 
(Does  anyone  here  remember  Miss 
Brown,  I  wonder?)  into  Miss 
Cumming's  office  at  the  top  of  the 
stairs  on  the  second  floor,  there  to  be 
welcomed  by  a  very  small  lady  in  a  gray 
dress,  with  gray  hair,  sharp  kindly  gray 
eyes  and  a  warm  smile.  I  certainly  did 
not  realize  then  that  Miss  Cumming 
was  to  become  one  of  the  guiding  stars 
of  my  life.  I  have  many  happy 
memories  of  those  days,  including 
Morning  Prayers  which,  to  me,  were 
always  so  meaningful.  We  all  brought 
our  Bibles,  Miss  Cumming  had  us 
memorize  a  verse  each  day,  something 
that  has  stood  by  me  all  these  years. 
Benches  were  put  out  each  morning 
for  Assembly,  and  the  faithful  few  in 
each  Form  did  this  for  a  week.  I 
remember,  in  particular.  Miss  Bryan's 
English  and  Latin  classes.  It  was  she 
who  inspired  me  to  become  one  day  a 
teacher  of  English. 

Perhaps  some  of  you  here  tonight  will 
remember  the  early  Gym  Demon- 
strations under  the  direction  of  Miss 
Edwards.  She  was  a  wonderful  teacher 
although  many  of  us  were  in  fear  and 
dread  of  her,  but  her  drills  and  the 
imaginative  and  elaborate  finales  to 
each  Gym  Dem.  will  long  be 
remembered.  I  recall  the  excitement  of 
those  nights,  lining  up  in  the  long 
corridors,  always  in  silence,  awaiting 
our  turn.  And  does  anybody  here 
remember  the  Bean  Bag  races?  There 
was  a  weekly  mark  reading  in  the 
Gym  each  Monday  morning  when 
the  names  of  those  in  each  class  who 
had  achieved  a  weekly  average  of  75% 
(known  as  being  'above  the  line')  were 
read  out.  Ball  point  pens  had  not  as  yet 
made  their  appearance  and  to  spill  ink 
on  the  floor  was  considered  a  major 
crime.  The  offender  had  to  spend  a 
long  time  removing  it,  a  very  tedious 
process  as  I  well  remember.  We  also 
paid  the  penalty  for  having  any 
unmarked  'garments',  leaving  money 
in  the  cloakroom,  and  breaking  the  rule 
of  silence  in  the  corridors.  'Bad  marks' 
were  read  out  each  Tuesday  morning, 
and  anyone  who  had  incurred  two  in 
one  week  had  to  report  to  Miss 
Cumming.  I  think  Jean  would  agree 


with  me,  however,  that  the  discipline 

of  those  early  years  did  us  no  harm. 
We  seem  to  have  survived  very  well! 

I  quote  a  sentence  written  by  one  of 
my  Trafalgar  pupils  in  1940.  "Many  of 
us  will  remember  going  to  Miss 
Cumming  with  bad  mark  slips  on 
Tuesdays.  Miss  Cumming  had  a  way  of 
looking  at  you  that  made  you  very 
sorry  for  whatever  crime  you  had 
committed.  You  came  out  of  her  office 
feeling  that  it  was  not  'just  another  bad 
mark'.  She  had  the  power  that  very 
few  people  possess  of  making  you 
understand  why  you  must  obey  rules." 

When  I  returned  to  Trafalgar  as  a 
member  of  the  Teaching  Staff,  I  saw 
the  Ship,  of  course,  through  different 
eyes.  I  suppose  I  had  always  been  in 
awe  of  Miss  Cumming  as  a  pupil,  but 
our  relationship,  once  I  became  a 
member  of  her  crew,  was  always  that 
of  great  affection  and  understanding. 
She  taught  me  so  many  things  by  her 
own  example  that  were  to  stand  me  in 
great  stead  in  later  years.  Those 
teaching  years  between  1929  and  1944 
were,  for  the  most  part,  very  halcyon 
days  of  happy  sailing,  with  a  crew 
many  of  you  will  remember  who  gave 
such  long  service  to  Trafalgar:  Mrs. 
Leonard,  Mile  Juge,  Miss  Lewis,  Miss 
Randall,  Miss  Hicks,  Miss  Goldstein, 
Miss  Rae  and  Miss  Box.  I  mustn't  dwell 
too  much  on  those  days  now,  or  I 
wouldn't  know  where  to  stop! 

Until  1940  Miss  Cumming  remained  in 
charge  of  the  Ship.  She  was  a  very 
great  Headmistress  and  with  Miss 
Bryan  guided  Trafalgar  through  many 
difficult  and  rough  seas.  They  were 
two  very  remarkable  women,  so 
different,  and  yet  each  complemented 
the  other.  To  me  it  was  indeed  a  great 
privilege  to  work  with  them  for  so 
many  years  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
pay  this  tribute  to  them  tonight  here  in 
Montreal.  I  well  remember  the 
comment  made  by  one  of  my  pupils. 
"Miss  Cumming  was  a  very  little  lady 
but  always  seemed  to  be  the  tallest 
person  in  the  room." 

The  next  Captain  of  the  Ship  was  Dr. 
Joan  Foster,  and  we  are  now  coming 
to  modern  times,  well  known  to  most 
of  my  audience.  My  connection  with 
Dr.  Foster  began  at  McGill  where  we 
were  students  together  and  we  met 
again  when  she  came  to  Trafalgar  in 
1940.  The  first  change  in  the  buildings 


of  the  School  took  place  during  her 
years  as  headmistress,  the  School 
celebrated  its  seventy-fifth  Birthday 
and  changes  in  cirriculum,  university 
admissions  requirements,  and  be- 
haviour reared  their  heads  on  all  sides. 
Needless  to  say.  Dr.  Foster  coped  with 
all  these  in  her  determined  manner. 
She  never  seemed  to  be  discouraged 
and  under  her  capable  leadership 
Trafalgar  continued  to  sail  forward. 

After  Dr.  Foster's  retirement  in  1965, 
Jean  Harvie  became  Trafalgar's  sixth 
principal,  which,  of  course,  brings  us  to 
the  present,  as  here  we  are  tonight  on 
the  eve  (almost)  of  bidding  her 
Godspeed  as  she  relinquishes  her 
command  at  the  end  of  the  present 
school  year.  My  association  with  Jean 
goes  back  very  far.  We  have  certainly 
taken  many  voyages  together  and  I  feel 
I  have  known  her  in  many  different 
ways.  I  knew  her  as  a  pupil,  although 
as  she  graduated  from  Trafalgar  soon 
after  I  joined  the  Staff  I  never  actually 
taught  her.  But  I  remember  her  then  as 
a  hard  worker,  setting  a  very  high 
standard  for  herself  and  never  content 
unless  she  achieved  it.  Her  high 
scholastic  record,  both  at  Trafalgar  and 
McGill  made  us  very  proud  of  her.  We 
met  again  in  1939  when  she  joined  the 
Trafalgar  Staff  and  so  we  worked 
together  as  shipmates  during  the  last 
years  of  Miss  Cumming's  regime  and 
the  first  years  under  Dr.  Foster.  I 
always  felt  that  there  was  a  special 
bond  between  us  as  we  were  both 
graduates  of  Trafalgar,  happy  to  be 
giving  back  to  our  School  something 
of  what  it  had  given  us.  I  admired  the 
capable  and  conscientious  way  in 
which  Jean  tackled  all  the  difficulties 
that  beset  any  young  teacher  at  the 
beginning  of  her  career,  but  from  the 
first  her  sense  of  the  integrity  of  work 
made  itself  felt.  I  am  sure  there  are 
many  here  tonight  who,  as  members  of 
her  Latin  classes,  must  have  marvelled 
"That  one  small  head  could  carry  all 
she  knew."  ...in  1965  she  was  appoin- 
ted Principal  and  for  the  next  five  years 
(until  my  retirement  in  1970)  we  met  at 
many  conferences.  So  I  saw  her  in 
another  way,  once  more  as  a  col- 
league. Although  our  respective 
schools  were  very  far  apart,  geogra- 
phically, I  always  felt  we  were  very 
close  in  every  other  way,  and  I  rejoiced 
to  know  that  Trafalgar  was  in  the 
hands  of  someone  who  loved  it  so 


dearly.  Miss  Cumming  once  said  that 
when  she  was  appointed  she  had  been 
told  "Trafalgar  needs  to  be  loved",  and 
I  am  quite  sure  that  it  has  been  Jean's 
love  for  the  school  that  has  enabled  her 
to  carry  out  so  many  of  her  dreams. 
She  brought  to  her  position  all  the 
dedication,  the  energy  and  conscien- 
tiousness, the  attention  to  detail  and 
the  high  standard  set  by  her  own 
example,  that  I  had  seen  in  her  from 
the  beginning.  Nothing  ever  seemed 
too  hard  for  her  to  do,  and  as  you 
know,  she  has  guided  Trafalgar 
through  probably  the  most  difficult 
years,  and  certainly  the  roughest  seas, 
that  schools  have  ever  had  to  face. 
New  buildings,  new  curriculum,  new 
approaches  don't  just  happen.  Some- 
one has  to  plan,  make  the  final 
decisions,  sometimes  very  awesome 
ones.  It  takes  courage  to  change 
direction  and  not  look  back,  and  Jean's 
courage  on  all  occasions  has  been 
tremendous.  When  I  visited  Trafalgar 
last  summer  and  saw  the  beautiful 
Caverhill  Wing  and  walked  through  the 
School,  I  was  very  conscious  of  the 
meticulous  planning  that  had  gone  into 
every  detail.  The  masts  of  the  present 
stand  very  tall,  and  the  sails  have  never 
been  so  full. 

Trafalgar  now  faces  a  future  with  new 
hands  at  the  tiller,  but  I  know  there  is 
not  the  slightest  doubt  in  anyone's 
mind  that  the  Ship  will  sail  bravely  on. 
So  much  has  been  built  into  it  and 
perhaps  this  is  where  we,  as  Old  Girls, 
come  in.  We  have  all  been  a  part  of  the 
Ship  in  one  way  or  another.  It  has  been 
said  that  there  is  no  greater  loyalty 
than  that  of  a  captain  or  a  crew  to  the 
ship  to  which  they  once  belonged.  To 


keep  any  ship  in  good  running  order  its 
fabric  must  be  kept  in  good  repair,  it 
needs  constant  attention.  Sometimes 
the  work  may  be  very  noticeable,  for 
example  a  paint  job,  but  often  it  may 
be  something  that  is  never  seen  at  all, 
yet  vitally  important  to  the  ship's  well 
being.   A  ship   is   not   merely  the 
responsibility  of  the  people  on  board  at 
any  one  particular  time.  Just  think  of 
the  many  hands  that  have  gone  into  its 
construction.  Most  of  us  here  tonight 
are  now  on  shore,  so  what  is  our 
responsibility?  To  see  as  far  as  we  can 
that  our  ship  is  properly  equipped  for 
each  year's  journey;  to  give  her  a  joyful 
send-off.  I  wonder  if  bands  still  play 
when  ships  leave  port?  To  encourage 
by   knowing    and  understanding 
what  course  she  is  taking;  by  caring 
about  the  people  on  board,  perhaps  in 
some  cases  your  own  children.  An  Old 
Girls'  Association  has  a  great  oppor- 
tunity because  we  have  the  intangible 
bond  of  having  once  been  shipmates, 
something  that  time  can  never  alter.  I 
am  grateful  to  Trafalgar  for  many 
things  but  perhaps  most  of  all  for  the 
friends  it  gave  me.  Cicero  once  said 
that  life  long  friendships  are  very  rare. 
If  that  is  true,  then  I  have  indeed  been 
very  blessed. 

Speaking  as  an  Old  Girl,  I  cannot  close 
without  expressing  to  Jean  our  very 
grateful  thanks  for  all  she  has  done  for 
our  School,  the  Ship  we  all  love  so 
dearly.  She  has  indeed  guided  it  well.  I 
have  had  the  happiness  of  knowing  her 
as  a  pupil,  a  colleague,  a  Vice-Principal, 
a  Headmistress  and  always  as  a  friend, 
something  that,  fortunately,  does  not 
come  to  an  end  with  retirement.  I  think 
Jean's  special  quality  can  be  best 


summed  up  by  a  passage  from  a  book, 
"The  Rector  of  Justin"  by  Louis 
Auchincloss.  The  Headmaster  is 
speaking  to  David,  one  of  the  senior 
boys,  who  is  regretting  that  his  school 
days  at  Justin  are  at  an  end.  The 
Headmaster  replies:  "But  Justin  is  only 
the  prelude,  it  is  nothing  but  a  simple 
first  course.  If  I  thought  I  had  made  it 
the  whole  banquet  for  any  boy,  I  would 
know  that  I  had  failed  indeed." 

"But  it  is  the  whole  banquet  for  you, 

sir." 

"It  is  that,  Davie,  it  is  that  indeed." 

REPORT  FROM  THE 
STUDENT'S  COUNCIL 

This  first  term  is  proving  to  be  a  very 
active  one  for  the  Student's  Council  - 
there  are  several  loose  ends  from  last 
year  that  have  to  be  tied  up,  we're  just 
putting  the  finishing  touches  on  the 
new  Constitution  and  planning  a 
variety  of  activities  for  this  year. 

Several  of  the  ideas  proposed  and 
passed  by  last  year's  Student's  Council 
are  now  realities,  su^h  as:  new 
uniforms  for  the  school  teams,  a  film 
loop  projector  for  the  audio-visual 
department  and  a  camera  for  the  art 
department. 

The  Students'  Council  and  the  Tuck 
Shop  have  decided  to  share  the  costs 
of  the  new  stage  curtain  which  now 
hangs  in  the  gym.  The  money  to  pay 
for  this  curtain  is  coming  from  the 
proceeds  of  last  year's  and  this  year's 
Bazaar  as  well  as  the  profits  of  the 
Tuck  Shop,  which  means  that  the 
student  body  has  worked  very  hard  to 
realize  this  project. 


